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BZA Pre-Meeting Announcement
Good evening and welcome to the regular/special meeting of the City of Morgantown
Board of Zoning Appeals. Please turn off all cell phones or other devices that may
disrupt these proceedings. It is the duty of this Board to consider requests for relief from
the requirements of the City’s zoning regulations; to consider conditional use permit
requests; and, to hear administrative appeals.
The Board conducts business in the following order:
x

Review, amend, and approve minutes of a previous meeting.

x

Unfinished Business

x

New Business

x

Announcements from Staff

Each request is heard in the order that it appears on the agenda. For each Conditional
Use and Variance request, the following is done:
x

I will introduce the agenda item and the Planning Division will present a Staff
Report, which may or may not offer a recommendation.

x

The applicant/agent will be asked to present their justification for their request,
which may include questions by members of the Board.

x

I will then open a PUBLIC HEARING to hear testimony in support of, or in
opposition to, the request. Rules regarding public testimony are as follows:
 Anyone wishing to testify during the public hearing may do so once recognized
by me or may, in lieu of oral testimony, submit written testimony to the Chair.
All recognized speakers must approach the podium, state their name and
address for the record, and speak clearly into the microphone.
 All comments must be addressed to the Board, should be relevant to the
application, and may not be of a personal nature or personal attacks.
 All speakers will be limited to FIVE (5) MINUTES. If members of the Board
have any questions of the speaker, that time will not be counted toward his/her
five (5) minutes.
 If there is a large number of speakers, including many who are part of groups
or organizations, I may, to avoid repetitive comments, elect to ask for a
representative to speak on behalf of the group or organization.
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 Speakers are notified that irrelevant comments or comments of a personal
nature or personal attacks may result in the speaker forfeiting his/her
opportunity to participate in the public hearing.
 I may elect to recognize the applicant/agent at the end of the public hearing to
provide rebuttal or additional comments, which will be limited to five (5)
minutes. If members of the Board have any questions of the applicant/agent,
that time will not be counted toward his/her five (5) minutes.
x

After all testimony is heard, I will declare the PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED and no
further public comment will be permitted.

x

Uncivil, unruly, and/or disruptive behavior at any time during this meeting is
prohibited and will result in removal from this public meeting.

x

State law requires the Board to consider findings of fact for each conditional use
and variance request. The request cannot be granted unless a majority of the
quorum present finds in the positive of ALL of the findings of fact. The Board may
elect to continue the hearing to another date if it needs additional information.

x

Applicants and requesting parties will be notified in writing by the Planning Division
of the Board’s findings and conclusions. Regardless of whether a request is
approved or denied, decisions of the Board can be appealed to the Circuit Court
of Monongalia County within thirty (30) days upon receipt of the written notification.
Any work done relating to decisions rendered by this Board during this thirty-day
period is at the sole financial risk of the applicant.

Thank you for your consideration and respect for these proceedings and the opinions of
all meeting participants.

Excerpt from BZA Bylaws Policy Annex 1
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MORGANTOWN BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
August 17, 2022
6:30 PM.

Mon County Courthouse – 243 High Street, 2nd Floor
Board of Zoning Appeals
Chris Bennison, Chair

AGENDA

Heidi Cook, Vice-Chair
Logan Shamberger

I.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

II.

MATTERS OF BUSINESS:

Vacancy
Vacancy

A. Meeting minutes from February 16, 2022
B. Meeting minutes from April 20, 2022
C. Meeting minutes from July 20, 2022
III. NEW BUSINESS
A. V 22-18 / City Neon / 1137 Van Voorhis Road

If you need an
accommodation,
please contact us at
304-284-7431.

Request by Crystal Miller of City Neon, on behalf of Padgett
Morgantown, for variance relief from Article 1369.07 regarding B-1
District sign standards; Morgantown Tax District 15, Tax Map 6, Parcel
43, B-1, Neighborhood Business District / PRO, Professional,
Residential, and Office District.
IV.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

V.

ADJOURNMENT

Development Services
Rickie Yeager, AICP
Director

Planning Division

NOTE: Due to renovations at Morgantown City Hall, this public
hearing will be held in Monongalia County Commission
Chambers, 2nd Floor, 243 High Street, Morgantown, WV.

Rodney Bahner, AICP
Senior Planner
389 Spruce Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
304.284.7431
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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
6:30 p.m.

February 16, 2022

Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chris Benison, Logan Shamberger, Heidi Cook
MEMBERS ABSENT:
STAFF: Rickie Yeager
I.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: Benison called the meeting to order and read the premeeting announcement. Benison did note a resolution by the City of Morgantown regarding
masks at public meetings.

II.

2022 LEADERSHIP ELECTION – Chairman and Vice-Chairman. Benison opened the floor to
nominations for Chair. Cook nominated Benison for Chair, Tomblin. Vote was unanimous.
Nominations for Vice Chair, Ms. Cook was nominated, vote was unanimous.

III.

MATTERS OF BUSINESS: Approval of December 15, 2021, minutes. Cook moved to accept the
minutes with changes, seconded by Benison. Meeting minutes were approved as presented.

IV.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

V.

NEW BUSINESS:
A.

V21-42 / Primo LLC / 1409 Greenbag Road: Request by Johnna Watson for variance relief
from Article 1369 of the City’s Planning and Zoning Code regarding signage; City Tax District
14, Tax Map 31, Parcel 101.9, B-2, Service Business District.
Yeager presented the staff report and noted the petitioner was present.
Steve Morgan, 951 Point Marion Road. Mr. Morgan discussed the signage requested. These
would be in the same location as previous signs at the business. He stated the customer
has requested the signage be a little higher and a little larger for better visibility. The signage
will be placed on one of the gable ends of the building.
Benison confirmed that there will be two signs. One in the gable end and one closer to the
entrance. Morgan stated there would be no internal illumination or external illumination
connected to the signage.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
The Board of Zoning Appeals must determine
eterm
whether the proposed request meets the
standard criteria for a variance by reaching
ing a positive determination for each of the “Findings
of Fact” submitted by the petitioner. If the Board disagrees with the petitioner’s “Findings of
Fact” and determines the proposed req
request does not meet the standard criteria for a
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variance, then the Board must state findings of fact and conclusions of law on which it bases
its decision(s) to deny the subject variance petitions. [See WV State Code 8A-8-11(e) and
8A-7-11(b)].
After review, staff had no additions, corrections or modifications to the Findings of Fact
presented in the application (attached hereto), and as is customary, staff did not provide a
recommendation for the case presented in this staff report.
Cook mentioned that other variances have been issued for similar issues, and moved to
accept the findings of fact as presented in the packet. Seconded by Shamblin. Vote was
unanimous.
Cook made a motion to accept the variance, seconded by Shamblin. Vote was unanimous.
Variance was approved and written notification should be mailed within seven days.

B.

V21-43 / William Martin / 1021 Denver Avenue: Request by William Martin for variance
relief from Article 1335 of the City’s Planning and Zoning Code regarding setback
requirements in a R-1A, Single-Family Residential District; City Tax District 13, City Tax Map
25, Parcel 615, R-1A, Single-Family Residential District.
Yeager presented the staff report and noted the petitioner was present.
William Martin explained the reasoning for the increase in floor space utilizing the side porch.
Mr. Martin stated the neighbors have no issues with the enclosure of this porch.
Shamblin asked information about the distance of the fence from the unenclosed porch,
Martin confirmed it was between 15 and 20 feet. Martin stated the neighbors had no issues
with the construction project. Shamblin asked about the location of the fence, is it in the
middle of the lot? Martin stated this would not be an issue even if they moved the fence to
the property line. There would be no door leading out the middle of the closed in porch.
Discussion ensued regarding future property disputes over boundaries. Martin thinks this
will not be an issue. Benison asked if Martin and adjacent property owner would be interested
in sharing a survey. Martin could not speak for the neighbor but feels that it is not necessary
at this time. The property pins were located by Martin and adjacent owner and they feel there
is no issue.
Benison opened the public hearing.
Rodney Bahner noted that having the two property owners in agreement could possibly have
a property boundary agreement, even if informally. That would protect them both in the event
of sale etc. This would also permit for maintenance around the fence area.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
The Board of Zoning Appeals must determine
eterm
whether the proposed request meets the
ing a positive determination for each of the “Findings
standard criteria for a variance by reaching
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of Fact” submitted by the petitioner. If the Board disagrees with the petitioner’s “Findings of
Fact” and determines the proposed request does not meet the standard criteria for a
variance, then the Board must state findings of fact and conclusions of law on which it bases
its decision(s) to deny the subject variance petitions. [See WV State Code 8A-8-11(e) and
8A-7-11(b)].
After review, staff had no additions, corrections or modifications to the Findings of Fact
presented in the application (attached hereto) and recommends that that the Board of Zoning
Appeals approve the variance request as submitted, provided the intended enclosure and
remodel of the existing porch is not extended any further toward the side yard property line.
Cook made a motion to accept the findings of fact as presented. Seconded by Shamblin.
Vote was unanimous.
Cook made a motion to approve the variance plus or minus five feet with a maintenance
easement explained by Mr. Bohner as pertaining to the enclosed porch area, seconded by
Shamblin. Vote was unanimous.
Variance was approved and written notification should be mailed within seven days.
VI.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Welcome to Mr. Rodney Bohner. Mr. Meehan has been confirmed as an
alternate on the BZA. Next meeting March 16 with Rodney Bahner leading that meeting. Also,
the City has launched the Comprehensive Plan for the City. More information will be detailed at
two public meetings, the first March 3 at 6:00 p.m. at the Morgantown Event Center, the second
will be a virtual meeting on March 5 at 10:00 a.m.

VII.

ADJOURNMENT: Cook made motion to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

MINUTES APPROVED:
BOARD SECRETARY:

Morgantown Board of Zoning Appeals
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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
6:30 p.m.

April 20, 2022

Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chris Benison, Logan Shamberger, Heidi Cook
MEMBERS ABSENT:
STAFF: Rodney Bahner
I.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

II.

MATTERS OF BUSINESS: Approval of minutes from February and March 2022. These were
not included in the packet, so these will be postponed to the next meeting and approve February,
March and April minutes.

III.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

IV.

NEW BUSINESS:
A. CU 19-02/ Mundy’s Place / 669 Madigan Avenue: Request by Keith Summers on behalf of
“Mundy’s Place” for an amendment to a previously approved conditional use permit for a
“Restaurant, Private Club”; City Tax District 9, Tax Map 40, Parcel 88; B-1 Neighborhood
Business District.
Bahner read the Staff Report and noted the petitioner was absent and staff will represent.
Shamberger questioned if the first twelve months of the conditional use has been satisfied
and would this kick back in after the transfer to the new owner. Bahner stated that we are not
creating a new conditional use permit so since this has been continuous this would carry over
to the new owner. Cook questioned all other conditions, Bahner noted that all conditions
would still apply, just with a new owner.
Public hearing was opened. Being no one, public hearing was closed.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
It is the duty of the Board of Zoning Appeals to determine whether the petitioner’s request to
modify the Board’s condition related to beneficiary included in its April 17, 2019 conditional
use approval advances the Planning and Zoning Code’s intent to ensure establishments
within the B-1 District selling liquor are “bona fide restaurant” establishments.
Because the Board has already granted conditional approval for a “Restaurant, Private Club,”
no further consideration of new or revised Findings of Fact appears necessary. Specifically,
the matter before the Board is to determine which of the following options preserves and
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advances the intent of related Planning and Zoning Code provisions for the Mundy’s Place
conditional “Restaurant, Private Club” use:
1. Deny the petitioner’s request to transfer the beneficiary assignment.
2. Approve the petitioner’s request to transfer the beneficiary assignment. The basis of this
decision would be that under new ownership Mundy’s Place will continue to operate as
“bona fide restaurant” as previously approved.
3. Eliminate the assigned beneficiary condition. The conditional use permit approval
standards at Sec. 1379.03 do not limit transferring assigned beneficiaries of conditional
use approvals nor do the standards consider qualities or characteristics of potential owners
or applicants as part of the permit approval criteria. Further, the supplemental regulations
for “Restaurant, Private Club” use do not limit ownership transfers nor do the regulations
contemplate specific attributes or qualities of potential restaurant owners or operators.
Lastly, per Article 1379, an approved conditional use permit is deemed to authorize the
particular use, location, operations, and construction specified in the permit. Failure of the
applicant or any subsequent beneficiaries to comply with approved plans, permitted
operations, or any conditions of approval would constitute a violation of the Zoning
Ordinance. The Planning Director, or his/her designee, are authorized to order the
correction noncompliant conditions or prevent operations from being carried on thereunder
when in violation of the Zoning Ordinance.
Staff recommends the Board consider Options 2 or 3 above.
Bahner mentioned another option to approve would be to make this a permanent condition
for all future owners of the business.
Benison asked if everyone would be agreeable to approving with the previous conditions.
Shamberger asked if we are approving the previous conditions, but not in perpetuity. Benison
confirmed.
Shamberger moved to approve the findings of fact as presented, seconded by Cook. Vote
was unanimous.
Shamberger moved to transfer the beneficiary assignment and grant the conditional use,
seconded by Cook. Vote was unanimous.
Conditional use has been approved. If there is a change in the LLC makeup, the applicant
will need to come before the board for an additional conditional use.
B. V 22-08 / City Neon / 1050 University Avenue: Request by Crystal Miller for variance relief
from Article 1369 of the City’s Planning and Zoning Code regarding signage; City Tax
District 11, Tax Map 28A, Parcel 27; B-4, General Business District.
Bahner presented the staff report and noted the petitioner was present.
Crystal Miller detailed her request for signage. She explained that the business is Starbucks
which will have a drive through with a lot of traffic. She is requesting illumination of the
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signage on behalf of the tenant. She included samples of illuminated signage in the
downtown area. There was discussion regarding the drive through and access to University
Avenue. Leaving the parking lot there would be a right turn only permitted.
Bahner added that the monument is permitted as presented. Bahner stated that according
to code the materials the sign is made of are permitted, but mostly the illumination is the
main issue.
Benison noted that there may be change of tenants over time, so the use of vinyl is not
exclusive to Starbucks. He also noted that due to the property location we need to optimize
the wayfinding especially during nighttime hours.
Bahner noted that this is a state route. Bahner stated that he understands the concerns of
the illumination. Based on the other highway and other illuminated signs in the area he feels
this is not a problem.
Shamberger noted that he thinks the sign is in excess, he stated it was obvious where
people would be going.
Ms. Miller noted that the Sheetz sign is not illuminated, and it is hard to read at night, even
with the lights. Benison stated that he thinks it is best to have a monument sign in terms of
wayfinding. Bahner noted that there is a lot of competition with the large road/traffic signs
nearby. He feels that this building takes up a whole block and that the size and illumination
of the sign are fitting.
Shamberger asked if this monument will be the only sign or if there will be others. Miller
stated that there may be several businesses in the building and would have their own signs.
Bahner noted that there would be one monument or post and panel sign allowed. Benison
asked Ms. Miller if she knew the number of tenants. She said on the monument sign, there
are eight panels for additional tenants, but she does not have several rented spaces.
Public hearing was opened, seeing no one, it was closed.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
It is the duty of the Board of Zoning Appeals to determine whether the proposed request meets
the standard criteria for a variance by reaching a positive determination for each of the
“Findings of Fact” submitted by the petitioner. If the Board disagrees with the petitioner’s
“Findings of Fact” and determines the proposed request does not meet the standard criteria
for a variance, then the Board must state findings of fact and conclusions of law on which it
bases its decision to deny the subject variance petition. [See WV State Code 8A-8-11(e) and
8A-7-11(b)].
After review, staff had no additions, corrections or modifications to the Findings of Fact
presented in the application (attached hereto).
As is customary with sign variance petitions, no recommendation is submitted by Staff
concerning whether variance relief should be granted.
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Shamberger questioned the difference between an illuminated sign or one with lights shining
on it. Bahner explained that the code is based more on aesthetics than effectiveness.
Cook noted she has no issues with the illumination and size is within code.
Shamberger discussed lighting and headlights from cars. Benison thinks that the car
headlights would wash out the sign if there was external lighting. Shamberger thinks that
allowing signage like this it changes the character of the downtown area. Cook agreed with
that point but feels like as a board that everyone tries to stay in line with this way of thinking
but feels this sign is not going to be a problem with the ambience of the downtown area.
Benison mentioned Hotel Morgan and Sheetz as comparisons. Benison feels this sign is
modest and doesn’t feel it is an unreasonable request.
Cook moved to accept the findings of fact as stated in the packet. Seconded by
Shamberger. The vote was unanimous.
Cook moved to grant the variance as stated in the packet, seconded by Benison. Vote was
unanimous.
Variance request has been granted. The decision rendered can be appealed to the Circuit
Court of Monongalia County within 30 days. A letter stating this will be sent within seven
days.
V.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Bahner noted there is a conflict with the next meeting. He asked if the
board would be available to change to the following week on May 26. Bahner will send an email
to the board to confirm tomorrow. Bahner further noted that after July meetings will be moved to
a new location due to remodeling of City Hall, all employees will be moved out to a new location
during this phase.

VI.

ADJOURNMENT: Cook moved to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned at 7:30.

BOARD SECRETARY:
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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
6:30 p.m.

July 20, 2022

Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chris Benison, Logan Shamberger, Heidi Cook
MEMBERS ABSENT:
STAFF: Rodney Bahner, Planner
I.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: Benison called the meeting to order and read the premeeting announcement.

II.

MATTERS OF BUSINESS: Approval of meeting minutes of June 15, 2022.
discrepancy, minutes were accepted into the record as approved.

III.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

IV.

NEW BUSINESS:

Being no

A. V 22-17 / Slight Indulgence / 3200 Collins Ferry Road
Request by Susan Warman for variance relief from Article 1347.04 regarding B-2 District
setback standards; Morgantown Tax District 15, Tax Map 55, Parcel 32.1; B-2, Service
Business District.
Bahner presented the staff report and noted the petitioner was present.
Suzanne Warman, Slight Indulgence, 3200 Collins Ferry Road. Ms. Warman explained that
they have a mural on the walls that is fading and would like to request a roof to help protect
this. She further mentioned they would like to have tastings out on the deck and would like to
make it more comfortable for guests. Benison asked about adding any exterior lighting. Ms
Warman indicated that there would only be ambient lighting and a ceiling fan. She further
noted there were no plans to enclose the deck. Benison noted there were letters in support,
and that they are included in the packet.
Public hearing was opened. Being no one, the public hearing was closed.
Bahner clarified that the R1 zoning is opposite and to the side of the deck being covered,
which is buffered by the building.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
mine whether the proposed request meets the
The Board of Zoning Appeals must determine
ng a positive determination for the “Findings of Fact”
standard criteria for a variance by reaching
disa
submitted by the petitioner. If the Board disagrees
with the petitioner’s “Findings of Fact” and
Morgantown Board of Zoning Appeals
June 15, 2022 Minutes
BZA Meeting Packet

Page 1 of 3
August 2022

Page 15 of 27

determines the proposed request does not meet the standard criteria for a variance, then the
Board must state findings of fact and conclusions of law on which it bases its decision(s) to
deny the subject variance petitions. [See WV State Code 8A-8-11(e) and 8A-7-11(b)].
After review, staff had no additions, corrections or modifications to the Findings of Fact
presented in the application (attached hereto). Based on the abutting zoning (B-2); the
modest scale of the improvement; and considering that the roof would not introduce any new
off-site impacts such as noise, glare, or odor, staff recommends that that the Board of Zoning
Appeals approve the variance request as submitted, provided the porch not extended any
further toward the rear property line.
Cook moved to accept the findings of fact as stated in the packet, seconded by Shamberger.
Vote was unanimous. Shamberger moved to grant the variance as proposed, and that it does
not extend further. Seconded by Benison. Vote was unanimous. Benison noted that the
variance has been approved, the petitioner should receive a letter from the City within seven
days. Decisions may be appealed to the board within thirty days and any improvements
made within that time are at the financial risk of the petitioner.
Bahner explained the appeal process to the petitioner.
B. V 22-14 / Corwin / 217 Beechurst Avenue
V 22-16 / Corwin / 217 Beechurst Avenue
Request by Don Corwin for variance relief from Article 1361.04 of the City’s Planning and
Zoning Code regarding Sunnyside Overlay District design standards and for variance relief
from Article 1347.04 regarding B-2 District setback standards; City Tax District 12, Tax Map
19, Parcel 15; B-2, Service Business District with Sunnyside Central Overlay District and
Beechurst Corridor Overlay District.
Bahner presented the combined staff report and noted the petitioner was present.
Don Corwin, 251 Beechurst Avenue. Corwin stated this property was built around 1910 close
to the WVU Campus. He notes the property is structurally sound with a cut stone foundation.
Corwin states it is a three unit building and will stay this way. He states the property is in dire
need of an upgrade. Corwin states that the attic space is not really a usable space due to the
roofline structure. He states he is not adding square footage but making usable square footage
to existing structure.
Public hearing was opened. Being no one, hearing was closed.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Board, without objection from members of the Board, the petitioner,
or the public, combine the public hearings for the variance petitions presented herein.
However, each respective petition must be considered and acted upon by the Board
separately.
The Board of Zoning Appeals must determine
whether the proposed request meets the
erm
standard criteria for a variance by reaching
ng a positive determination for the “Findings of Fact”
submitted by the petitioner. If the Board disagrees
with the petitioner’s “Findings of Fact” and
disa
Morgantown Board of Zoning Appeals
June 15, 2022 Minutes
BZA Meeting Packet

Page 2 of 3
August 2022

Page 16 of 27

determines the proposed request does not meet the standard criteria for a variance, then the
Board must state findings of fact and conclusions of law on which it bases its decision(s) to
deny the subject variance petitions. [See WV State Code 8A-8-11(e) and 8A-7-11(b)].
After review, staff had no additions, corrections or modifications to the Findings of Fact
presented in the applications (attached hereto) and recommends that that the Board of Zoning
Appeals approve the variance requests as submitted, provided the intended enclosure and
remodel is not extended any further toward the front or side lot lines.
Motion to approve the findings of fact for V22-14 by Cook, seconded by Shamberger. Vote
was unanimous. Cook moved to grant the variance as presented in the packet, seconded by
Shamberger. Vote was unanimous.
Motion to approve the findings of fact for V22-16 by Cook, seconded by Benison. Vote was
unanimous. Motion by Cook to approve the variance as stated in the packet, seconded by
Shamberger. Vote was unanimous. Benison noted that the variance has been approved, the
petitioner should receive a letter from the City within seven days. Decisions may be appealed
to the board within thirty days and any improvements made within that time are at the financial
risk of the petitioner.
V.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Bahner discussed downtown improvements through the ARPA funds
granted the City. A few of the applications have been approved and hopefully those projects will
be moving forward in the near future. Bahner noted that older meeting minutes for approval will
be brought one at a time to the meetings until completed.

VI.

ADJOURNMENT: Cook made motion to adjourn seconded by Benison. Meeting adjourned at
7:04 p.m.

MINUTES APPROVED:
BOARD SECRETARY:
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MORGANTOWN BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
August 17, 2022
6:30 p.m.
Monongalia County Commission Chambers – 243 High Street

Board Members:
Chris Bennison, Chair
Heidi Cook, Vice-Chair
Logan Shamberger

STAFF REPORT
CASE NO:

V 22-18 / City Neon / 1137 Van Voorhis Road

Vacancy

REQUEST and LOCATION:

Vacancy

Request by Crystal Miller of City Neon, on behalf of Padgett Morgantown, for variance
relief from Article 1369 concerning signage.
TAX MAP NUMBER and ZONING DESCRIPTION:
Tax District 15, Tax Map 6, Parcel 43, B-1, Neighborhood Business District / PRO,
Professional, Residential, and Office District
SURROUNDING ZONING:
North:

B-2 Service Business District and PRO Professional, Residential, and
Office District

South:

B-2 Service Business District

East:

R-1 Single Family Residential District

West:

PRO Professional, Residential, and Office District

BACKGROUND and ANALYSIS:
According to Article 1369.07(i)(1) of the City’s Planning and Zoning Code, the total area
of wall signs should not exceed 0.5 square feet per linear foot of multiple tenant building
frontage in the B-1 District. The subject tenant space has approximately 30 feet of frontage
permitting a total allowable sign area of 15 square feet. The petitioner proposes a wall
sign totaling 28 square feet. As such, the applicant requests a 13 square foot variance
from the Board of Zoning Appeals. A rendering of the proposed aluminum wall sign is
provided below and the complete signage package and placement of the wall signage is
attached hereto in Addendum B.

Development Services
Rickie Yeager, AICP
Director

Planning Division
Rodney Bahner, AICP
City Planner
389 Spruce Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
304.284.7431
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MORGANTOWN BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
August 17, 2022
6:30 p.m.
Monongalia County Commission Chambers – 243 High Street

Board Members:
Chris Bennison, Chair

Ground Sign

Sign Area

Heidi Cook, Vice-Chair
Logan Shamberger
Vacancy
Vacancy

28 sf

Total Permitted Sign Standards

15 sf

Total Requested Variance

13 sf

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
It is the duty of the Board of Zoning Appeals to determine whether the proposed request
meets the standard criteria for a variance by reaching a positive determination for each of
the “Findings of Fact” submitted by the petitioner. If the Board disagrees with the
petitioner’s “Findings of Fact” and determines the proposed request does not meet the
standard criteria for a variance, then the Board must state findings of fact and conclusions
of law on which it bases its decision to deny the subject variance petition. [See WV State
Code 8A-8-11(e) and 8A-7-11(b)].
After review, staff had no additions, corrections or modifications to the Findings of Fact
presented in the application (attached hereto).
As is customary with sign variance petitions, no recommendation is submitted by Staff
concerning whether variance relief should be granted.
Development Services
Rickie Yeager, AICP
Director

Enclosures: Addendum A and the Application

Planning Division
Rodney Bahner, AICP
City Planner
389 Spruce Street
Morgantown, WV 26505
304.284.7431
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ADDENDUM A
V 22-03 / City Neon / 1137 Van Voorhis Road
Location Map:

B-5
Source: Monongalia County Parcel Viewer Map

Zoning Map
R-1A
PRO

B-2

B-1

R-1

B-2

R-1

Source: Monongalia County Parcel Viewer Map
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